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A Better City Honors Challenge for Sustainability Participants
Green Event at Sheraton Boston Recognizes Steps to Reduce Business Carbon Footprint
BOSTON, MA – A Better City (ABC) is celebrating the carbon-cutting accomplishments of participants in its Challenge for Sustainability at an event Thursday, January 20 from 3:30-6:00PM at the Sheraton Boston, 39 Dalton Street. 

“We are thrilled with the progress that our Challenge participants have made in one short year,” said ABC President and CEO Richard A. Dimino. “The City of Boston has made itself a leader on climate change, and we are proud to help our member businesses and institutions do their part.” 
City of Boston Chief of Environmental and Energy services Jim Hunt will also be on hand to congratulate the participants.
Challenge participants completed a Sustainability Scorecard to baseline their existing practices and identify areas for improvement. They then worked with ABC to improve their score by adopting policies that increase energy efficiency, reduce resource consumption and decrease solid waste. Participants earned credit for actions such as joining a transportation management association, installing energy-efficient lighting, using green catering services and banning bottled water. ABC tracked participants’ progress over the course of the year and measured their emissions reductions. 
A Better City itself is participating in the Challenge along with the following ABC members:
· Au Bon Pain

· Blue Cross Blue Shield

· Federal Reserve Bank of Boston

· Hines

· John Hancock

· Manulife Financial John Hancock

· Nutter, McClennen & Fish

· Shane & Associates

· TRO Jung | Brennen

· Tsoi/Kobus Associates

· TD Garden

· WilmerHale

In keeping with the Challenge, ABC is taking steps to make the recognition event as sustainable as possible. The event is being held at the Sheraton’s Alive on Five carbon-neutral conference facilities. Food is being sourced sustainably, awards are made of recycled glass and sustainably harvested bamboo courtesy of Eco-Promotional Products, and award certificates are printed on 100% recycled paper courtesy of Recycled Paper Printing of Boston. ABC is even using bicycle courier Metro Pedal Power to deliver items to the event.
The Challenge for Sustainability was launched by ABC in January 2010 and has received generous funding support from the Barr Foundation, The Boston Foundation, the City of Boston, National Grid, NSTAR, and Veolia Energy.
About A Better City 
ABC is an independent, membership-based organization that works to improve the economic competitiveness and quality of life of the Greater Boston region by advancing significant transportation, land development and environmental policies, projects and initiatives. ABC mobilizes the business community to collaborate with both civic and government sectors to take action on challenges facing the region today and into the future. 
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