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Renewing and Strengthening Our Commitment to The Greenway in
the BID's Second Term

As parks and public spaces continue to play a critical role in making cities like
Boston more vibrant, exciting, and accessible, the Greenway Business
Improvement District (BID) renewed its commitment to supporting The Rose
Kennedy Greenway and the Greenway Conservancy for another 5-year term.
Greenway BID members, abutting businesses and organizations along the 1.5
miles of the linear park that connects the downtown core to Boston Harbor,
cast a unanimous vote to not only renew the BID for its second term but to
increase the overall funding by 7%, providing additional support of the
operations and maintence of the park as well as enhancement
opportunities. 

In kicking off its second term, Greenway BID members approved over
$200,000 in spending that will advance capital projects and fund programs to
further enhance and activate the park. Capital projects include replacing the
Greenway Carousel tent, painting bamboo cages in the Chinatown parcels of
the park, and repainting the pergola in the North End parcels of the park.
Additional activations include the Sound in the City events at the Dewey
Square Mural, outdoor fitness classes that provide recreation opportunities
for folks downtown and support to the small businesses that run the classes,
placekeeping improvements in Chinatown, as well as public art and event
infrastructure for Year of the Tiger celebrations. 

A dynamic public space and economic driver, the Rose Kennedy Greenway is
a key asset to Boston residents, businesses, tourists, and the public sector. A
sustainable, fair, and long-term funding solution was made possible through
a collaboration with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, City of Boston,
Greenway Conservancy, and abutter properties to provide financial support
for the costs to operate, maintain, and enhance The Greenway. The BID was
originally approved by the Boston City Council in 2018. A Better City led a
robust process to develop a detailed plan for the Greenway BID, including
boundary lines, a management plan, and a formula for individual
contributions. Together with these collaborators, the BID will continue to
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work in partnership during its second term to ensure The Greenway remains
a lively shared space that promotes economic activity and fosters the ability
for people to come together with nature as well as one another.

“The renewal of the Greenway BID represents the business and civic
community’s continued commitment to supporting, enhancing, and
enlivening The Greenway, which generates economic activity and fosters
togetherness in our city,” said Rick Dimino, Executive Director of the
Greenway BID. “This partnership represents a profound collaboration of
public and private sectors, united in our desire to nurture and celebrate one
of Boston's treasured gems and a site of constant transformation. The Rose
Kennedy Greenway is more than just a park; it is an emblem of community
spirit, environmental stewardship, as well as urban innovation and
revitalization."

In its first five year term, the Greenway BID helped to deliver the park’s
newest space, North Meadow on the Greenway; supported the creation of
an asset management system for the Greenway Conservancy to monitor and
assure a State of Good Repair; advanced lighting, safety, and placekeeping
projects in Chin Park; brought programming and activations to the park in
the fall and winter months as people returned to the office as public health
improved during the pandemic through the (Re)Discover The Greenway
series; enlivened the Breathe Life mural at Dewey Square by supporting an
artistic lighting overlay; funded new benches throughout the Wharf District;
and supported many other enhancements to the park. 

“Nestled in the heart of one of America's most historic cities, the Rose
Kennedy Greenway boasts an enchanting tapestry of green spaces,
mesmerizing art installations, and inviting walkways,” said Chris Cook,
Executive Director of the Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy. “This 1.5-
mile linear park has long been cherished by locals, visitors, plants, and
wildlife alike, offering a serene escape from the hustle and bustle of city life.
Thanks to the steadfast support of the Greenway BID and its members, this
beloved oasis is well positioned to continuously blossom anew.”

"As members of the Greenway BID, we are honored to play a continued role
in supporting and enhancing this invaluable community space," said Steve
Faber, Chair of the Greenway BID Board. "By working together, we can
advance a stronger, more active and engaging Rose Kennedy Greenway for
Boston that benefits residents, businesses, and visitors alike."

Everything that happens on The Greenway and the future of this special
piece of the public realm benefits from the support of Greenway BID
members and other collaborators that work together to better the park for
all that enjoy it. By contributing to The Greenway through a stable,
streamlined process, BID Members help ensure these 17 acres of greenspace
in the heart of downtown remains vibrant, providing the opportunity for
advancing a forward-looking and impactful vision for this public space.

Coming this week -
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Benches dedicated to the Greenway BID and Rick Dimino!

Greenway Conservancy News

﻿Roxbury Sunflower Project Grows Throughout Boston
The Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy today announced a dynamic
collaboration between the Roxbury Sunflower Project, Madison Park
Development Corporation, United Neighbors of Lower Roxbury, Friends of
Martin’s Park, and Hurst Landscaping to transform an open community lot in
Grove Hall into a family-friendly space filled with large-scale sunflower
plantings, accompanied by sister plantings throughout Boston.

Now in its sixth year, artist Ekua Holmes’ Roxbury Sunflower Project: Seeds
of Wisdom is a multi-site public artwork consisting of three large-scale
sunflower installations growing throughout the City of Boston in July and
August 2023. This project is an expansion of artist Ekua Holmes’ Roxbury
Sunflower Project, which began via a Now + There Incubator Artists
Accelerator Fellowship as a vision to use sunflowers to spread beauty and
hope throughout the historically Black Boston neighborhood where the artist
has lived since childhood.
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Read more here.

New Ground Mural, Gateway to Infinity, Open to Public
The Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy is excited to announce the
completion of the large-scale groundwork Gateway to Infinity (An Anti-
monument) by Boston-based queer, interdisciplinary artist Maria Molteni.
Stretching 45 feet in diameter, Gateway to Infinity explores site-specific
histories and collective rebirth through a design created after months of
extensive research by the artist.

“I’ve often framed my previous ground paintings, particularly the basketball
courts, as ‘horizontal monuments’, ‘altars to the sky’, and ‘shape-shifting
labyrinths.’ But Gateway to Infinity is my first ‘anti-monument’ and formal
labyrinth,” said Molteni. “As traditional monuments march upward into
space, marking territory and freezing trauma in stone, an anti-monument
pulls energy toward itself, receives, transforms, and composts it. My anti-
monument is a tornado, a cave, a shadow, cauldron, and crucible in motion.”

Read more here.

Click here to check out upcoming
Greenway Conservancy events!

As always, we sincerely appreciate your support and dedication to The
Greenway and the Greenway BID. If you have any questions or feedback on

this newsletter, please contact Tom Ryan at tryan@abettercity.org.

https://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Roxbury_Sunflower_Project_Grows_Throughout_Boston_in_Summer_2023.pdf
https://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/New_Ground_Mural_Gateway_To_Infinity_Open_to_Public.pdf
https://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/calendar/
mailto:tryan@abettercity.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Tom Ryan

Senior Advisor on Policy, Government, and Community Affairs
tryan@abettercity.org | 617.502.6244

A Better City | 14 Beacon Street, Suite 402, Boston, MA 02108
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