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Follow Friday: Greenovate Boston

STYLE

The community-driven movement is the city’s effort to becoming a cleaner, greener

place to live.

By Yiging Shao | Arts & Entertainment | January 23,2015 10:30 a.m.
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Follow Friday, At a Glance:

Connect with Greenovate Boston on social media:

[Ed Facebook
| £ | Twitter

When they’re not launching a new Climate Action Plan with Guster, Greenovate Boston is regularly

sharing tips and resources on how Boston residents can reduce their carbon footprint, thereby

helping the city reach its goal of substantially reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the next few

decades.

This week, Leah Bamberger, who runs Greenovate’s social media, tells us about Greenovate’s goals,

free resources you might not have known about, and how small, simple changes in lifestyle can

make a big difference in making Boston a more environmentally friendly city.
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Some of our readers might not know about Greenovate Boston. Can you give a brief

overview of what your team does?

Greenovate Boston is Mayor Walsh'’s initiative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 25 percent by
2020 and 80 percent by 2050, and prepare for the impacts of climate change. It is a community-
wide movement that seeks to engage all Bostonians in achieving these goals, while continuing to

make Boston a thriving, healthy, and innovative city.

Who runs social media for Greenovate? How do you manage them?

I oversee the accounts, with support from two fantastic interns. All of the City’s social media

accounts are ultimately managed by the City’s Chief Digital Officer, Lauren Lockwood.

Tell me about the newly released Climate Action Plan.
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Created from a yearlong community process, the Mayor’s Greenovate Boston 2014 Climate Action
Plan lays out concrete steps and a vision for Boston’s role in reducing greenhouse gases and
preparing for the impacts of climate change. In addition to the robust community engagement
process, what’s exciting about this plan is that for the first time, Boston has sector-specific GHG
(greenhouse gas) targets, as well as program participation targets. By drilling down Boston’s GHG
goal to more tangible targets, such as the number of no-cost home energy assessments we need to
complete by 2020—which, by the way, is 72,000—it makes the plan more tangible and empowers
individuals, businesses, and community organizations to take action. The new plan also takes a first
look toward the city’s 2050 goal of reducing GHG emissions by 80 percent (80 x 50). This includes
both envisioning what a low-carbon Boston might look like in 2050 and identifying medium-term

actions that start exploring paths to achieve this longer-term vision.

What can Boston residents do to reduce their carbon footprint? From an

environmental viewpoint, in what areas are we doing the best and the worst?

I always tell people to start with what’s easiest and works best for their lifestyle. This could be
something as simple as turning down your thermostat a few degrees—68 when you’re home and 62
at night or when your away—or something more ambitious like biking or carpooling instead of
driving to work. You don’t have to be an environmental superhero to make a difference. A few small
tweaks to your daily routine can make a big difference. Most importantly, don’t give up! Studies
show it takes about a month to change a habit, so if 68 feels too chilly at first, or you keep forgetting
your reusable grocery bags, keep at it and find solutions that work for you. You can find

comprehensive tips and resources at greenovateboston.org/resources.

From a numbers perspective, home weatherization is one of biggest impacts you can have on
reducing your carbon footprint, so start with your no-cost home energy assessment. This will also
help you save money on your energy bills, which, with rising electricity costs, could make a big
difference. If you don’t own your home, check out new discounts for Boston residents on energy-
saving home improvement kits. You can get four LED light bulbs, a smart power-strip, and a low-

flow shower head for just $15. This pilot program ends at the end of February, so don’t wait!

Mayor Marty Walsh declared January 15 Guster Day, and they performed at the
Climate Actin Plan launch party at the EpiCenter. How was the turnout and reception at

the event?
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The event sold out in about 20 minutes, which is certainly a record for Greenovate Boston. FITNESS
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How can Boston residents get involved with Greenovate?

The best way is to sign up for our e-newsletter at greenovateboston.org/news. We send them
weekly, and they include everything from green tips, to new programs, to upcoming events and

volunteer opportunities. Of course, following us on Facebook and Twitter is great too!

Any other environmentally friendly organizations you recommend people join?

Boston is chock-full of them! We have a list on our website, but one we are working with at the
moment is ABC’s Challenge for Sustainability, which provides free services to help commercial
properties go green. We also encourage folks to get involved in their neighborhood or civic
associations and help make sustainability a part of their community. After all, this is not just about

TRENDING
greenhouse gas emissions, it’s about creating a more thriving, healthy, and innovative Boston. X

Greenovate Boston will help get us there.
PROMOTIONS & EVENTS

You May Also Like: a, Colleges Guide
l"ﬂ[l.l FLES We help ease the college search
UNIVERSITIFS process with our annual Guide to
- " New England Colleges and
Universities.

View All Events & Promotions

SPONSORED CONTENT

Valentine’s Day Super Bowl Ads and Sparing Patients: Follow Friday: TJ
Hotel Deals in Commercials: The Attacking Drug- Connelly
Boston Highlights Resistant Cancer in

a Dish

Be respectful of our online community and contribute to an engaging conversation. We reserve the right to
remove impersonators or personal attacks, threats, profanity, or flat-out offensive comments. By posting here,
you are permitting Boston magazine and Metro Corp. to edit and republish your comment in all media.

BOosSton

ABOUT CONTACT MASTHEAD SUBSCRIBE ADVERTISE CUSTOMER SERVICE INTERNSHIPS PRIVACY POLICY


http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2015/02/02/super-bowl-ads-commercials-highlights/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2015/02/02/valentines-day-hotel-deals-packages-boston-2015/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/
http://e-ditionsbyfry.com/Olive/ODE/GNEC/Default.aspx?href=GNEC/2014/01/01
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/eServ?iServ=MTYxMDI1NDU0NiZpVHlwZT1FTlRFUi4x
http://greenovateboston.org/resources/actions/advocacy-volunteer-groups/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/about/
http://e-ditionsbyfry.com/Olive/ODE/GNEC/Default.aspx?href=GNEC/2014/01/01
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/masthead/
https://secure.palmcoastd.com/pcd/eSv?iMagId=16102&i4Ky=IHFX
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/sponsor-content/sparing-patients-attacking-drug-resistant-cancer-dish/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/contact/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B9DcRqFnSVPiTMsaRMOXxgkDq04uaBgAAABABIAA4AFiKwJzW5wFgyYbtiISk7A-CARdjYS1wdWItMzE0NzYyMjQ3NDA3NzM0MbIBFnd3dy5ib3N0b25tYWdhemluZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAWFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbm1hZ2F6aW5lLmNvbS9hcnRzLWVudGVydGFpbm1lbnQvYmxvZy8yMDE1LzAxLzIzL2ZvbGxvdy1mcmlkYXktZ3JlZW5vdmF0ZS1ib3N0b24vwAIC4AIA6gIrMzA3NDQyL3NpdGUxOTUudG11cy9hcnRzX2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnRfYmxvZ_gChNIekAOkA5gDpAOoAwHQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU&num=0&cid=5GgeLLKwBDMf-45IIRMahycJ&sig=AOD64_1qlnE-IIr21ExV-5cbqK4Wh8mShg&client=ca-pub-3147622474077341&adurl=https://my.gbfb.org/campaigns/fy15/bmag/general-awareness
http://challengeforsustainability.org/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2015/02/04/when-stars-begin-fall-sonic-arboretum-ica/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/internships/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/mediakit
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2015/01/30/follow-friday-tj-connelly-senatorjohn-twitter/
http://greenovateboston.org/news/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/buzzworthy/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/health/blog/2015/02/04/yoga-reaches-out-gillette/

